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• Risk is increasing into the future

• We have committed to decreasing risk in 
the future

• Now is the best time to reduce future risk

• Prevention is better than cure

• Tomorrow’s risk is a function of 
decisions made today

Why do we need to think about future risk?
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How do we think about future risk? 
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Exploration of drivers of future risk

Riddell G.A., van Delden H., Maier H.R, 
Zecchin A.C. (2019) Exploratory scenario 
analysis for disaster risk reduction: 
Considering alternative pathways in disaster 
risk assessment , International Journal of 
Disaster Risk Reduction, 39, 101230.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420919302286?dgcid=coauthor
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Development of plausible future scenarios

Riddell G.A., van Delden H., Dandy G.C., 
Zecchin A.C. and Maier H.R. (2018) 
Enhancing the policy relevance of 
exploratory scenarios: Generic approach 
and application to disaster risk reduction , 
Futures, 99, 1-15.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.03.006
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Parameterisation of scenarios
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Sense-making

Riddell G.A., van Delden H., Dandy G.C., Zecchin A.C. and Maier H.R. (2018) Enhancing the policy relevance of exploratory scenarios: Generic 
approach and application to disaster risk reduction , Futures, 99, 1-15.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.03.006
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How can we mitigate future risk?
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How can we reduce future risk?
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• Future risk is a function of decisions made today, so we 
need to understand future risk now

• Our Future Risk framework provides a series of steps to 
achieve this, each increasing the level of insight into future 
risk

• Exploration of drivers of future risk
• Development of plausible future scenarios
• Parameterisation of scenarios
• Simulation of impact of scenarios (UNHaRMED)

• A collaborative, multi-disciplinary, multi-agency approach is 
needed to mitigate future risk

▌CONCLUSIONS
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▌Thank you
Holger Maier
+61 406 383 070 
holger.maier@adelaide.edu.au

▌Future risk framework: 
Understanding tomorrow’s risk and 
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