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SCIENCE & POLICY & PRACTICE

Does….. Science policy  practice?

NOT REALLY, because:

1. Science is uncertain

2. Political influences

3. Resource and institutional constraints

1 + 2 + 3 = the social life of science



APPROACH

3 case studies 

• Barwon-Otway, Vic

• Greater Darwin Area, NT

• Hawkesbury-Nepean, NSW 

Methods include:

• Interviews with practitioners

• Workshop with scenario 

exercises
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the social life of science

Three questions: 

1. What are the influences shaping the use of science in 

these contexts?

2. How do practitioners encounter and manage these 

uncertainties?

3. What does ‘science’ mean in these contexts?



Map of Barwon-Otay area showing land managed by state agencies (credit:  Andrew 
Edwards)

BARWIN-OTWAY



GREATER DARWIN AREA

Batchelor, NT

Gamba Grass, nt.gov.au
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WHAT WE MEAN BY SCIENCE

• ‘Science’ and ‘scientific’ often used as synonyms for true

• Enthusiasm, motivation, frustration

RESULTS



CONCLUSIONS



• Check out our conference poster

• Visit our BNHCRC project page 
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