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A COOPERATIVE RESEARCH CENTRE

1) A joint venture between Commonwealth, End-

users (state emergency, fire and land 

agencies) and researchers

2) Pooled value model – sum of the parts greater 

than individual efforts



BUSHFIRE AND NATURAL HAZARDS CRC

From 1 July 2013 under Australian 

Government CRC Program 

a) $47m over 8 years; 

b) Total funds $130M (cash and 

in-kind)

Approximately 50 partners:

a) ~30 end user organisations

b) ~20 research organisations



BUSHFIRE AND NATURAL HAZARDS 

COOPERATIVE RESEARCH CENTRE

book chapters

7
Journal papers
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Conference papers

79 92

38+ 200+ 80+
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In 2015-16 Financial Year 
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WHAT ARE WE DOING?

In scope Out of scope



CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTORS

• R2O

• Use is everything 

• Multi-disciplinary

• End-user focussed – not 

researcher-led

• Plan early for use.

• Ongoing engagement

• Ongoing communications



FIRE WEATHER

FIRE OUTLOOK



EDUCATE THE CHILD, EDUCATE THE 

COMMUNITY

Research identified 
the importance of 
involving children in 
active bushfire 
preparations for the 
benefit of the whole 
community.



'UNOFFICIAL' VOLUNTEERS



MODELS FOR 'WHAT IF?' SCENARIOS

What if?’ scenario 
modelling

Identifying the costs and 
consequences of various 
options on preparing for 
major disasters

Potential impacts on 
infrastructure and natural 
environments



ENHANCING EMERGENCY 

WARNINGS

Testing the wording and 
structure of warning 
messages

Understanding how 
messages are understood 
and translated into action



FOCUS ON 

NORTH 

AUSTRALIA
IMPACTS ACROSS 
AUSTRALIA



RESEARCH INFORMS FLOOD SAFE 

CAMPAIGN

The NSW State 
Emergency Service have 
used flood research to 
back a public flood 
safety campaign



MANAGING ANIMALS IN 

DISASTERS

Pets

Farming stock

Native wildlife



POST EVENT STUDIES



NATIONAL POLICY CONTEXT



NATIONAL NATURAL HAZARDS RESEARCH 

AGENDA

What are the big research questions 

across fire and natural hazards for 

the next decade?

Broader than the CRC research program 

and current ability to fund necessary 

research, it

• Informs the 2017-2021 CRC research 

program.

• Will guide Australian research sector 

on high value areas of national 

strategic importance.



RESEARCH PROGRAM REFRESHED



KEEPING IN TOUCH

1) Annual conference and Showcase and Research 

Advisory Forums

2) Journal publications

3) www.bnhcrc.com.au

4) Hazard News and Hazard Notes – sign up on the website

5) Follow us on Twitter (@BNHCRC) and like us on Facebook

http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/

